| AM NOTHING

| have been a difficult concept for man to comprehend. | was however needed as a way to
account for the absence of anything and to make use of man’s ideas but | am still nothing.

My alter ego zero though is used in mathematics where with his symbol “0" plays a major role
in the place value system used for numbering.

PLAN

1: Perception and Identity

1.1: I'm preceived as a blank or an empty space ..
1.2 ...but sometimes I'm neither.

1.3: Getting something for nothing, that's great.
1.4: The X factor and other relatives.

2: My Alter Ego - Zero

2.1: Is not a natural number but a symbol of no value ...
2.2; ... which may be used as a target ...

2.3; ... or a location to know where you are.

2.4: Without it how would we create our bigger numbers.

3: Transformations

3.1: From something into nothing...
3.2: ... and nothing into something.
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1.1: PERCEPTION OF NOTHING
| can be a blank or empty space.

And my > |
existence can | A
be intended : { '
when the ' . h r
process .
begins .. ] '

Mew South Wales

Waterfow & Sons
Crown ower "A"in
circle watermark,

Twenty-five
impressions and an
omate waltermark at
top with manuscript

NSW 7/50

Printer's sample of
the paper used for
1805 Issve,

. ig unfinished, .. or when checks are being carried out.
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UISA Seff Adhesive Blank Testitg Bookiet 1938 Australia Testing Coff



1.1: PERCEPTION OF NOTHING

Or | can also exist after an event occurs which fails to place or removes something intended to be there.

Is completely missing. .. 5 ?,r czglv
paruaiy there.

... appears to be missing.

: [ USA 1978 Carl Sandberg. Severely
under-inked and appears blank.

USA 1991 10c Red Cloud
all colours missing (E)

| appear again when something has been lost.
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Mo stamps as they floated off while the envelope was in the water. |

The fiying boat Scipio crashed in Mirabelfa Bay, Crete on 22% August 1836, (Lelter from Jerusalern ). All GB 1993~ 1p
salvaged mail was laken to Athens. Pans mail was laken onwards by rail. Arrival Amiens 30 August 1936.



1.2: BUT AM | SOMETHING?

If | can stop him

then | cannot be

an empty space,
| must be
something.

Armies  consider
they are the best
and NOTHING is
able to stop them.

. Redt, MR £ Patriotic Mail
. USA - Spanish

. ph 08 ) - War, 1698
o Cemp ... e ; Military Stalion

s 5 - Lexington,

[ ] y Kentucky

If | am nothing how could scmeone
write anything about me !
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Of course | exist but as a postive as there is “Nothing like”
me!

Rien de tel” — Ancel... desserts" Safas "5 Mull Value from 1837,
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Information is of value to the enamy, MNOTHING other than
certain sentences can be written. The authorities produced
stationery that assisted in this requirement,

Frovisional UK Fleld Service Posfcard in blue (Scarce) . These
were used in the early part of WW1 prior to standardisation in
buff .. ftem sent free 74.10.14)




“Something for nothing" OvE: SOME- |
is a phrase used when (Rull st e THING ;
someone thinks | am of i o FOR L

no value but for another ol oy NOTHING

person there is value so
| change into something.

1968 10 Shilling Bookle!

1.2: SOMETHING FOR NOTHING
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Another way of
expressing something
for nothing is to say
that it is free.

il

Individuals and
organisations can

. 7 2 o obtain privileges which
By SIS ) e A entitle them to obtain
P N something for free,
P
e S > FREE franking for a
s S e Mamber of Parfiament in
e e T 1) the UK. Lale usage of,
ﬁ«" privilege which was
abolished on 10 Jan 1840,
- ﬂ.l."lj
The sender gets a No
benefit or "something Postage Stamp
for nothing” but the required
business still has to i peated in
pay the charges. Austrtia
BUSINESS REPLY POST
(Permit No. — Issued at ———)

Sample of Business Reply
Fost card from PMG Depi.
The reverse of the card gives
fhe technical specifications
for the card that can be used
including thickness. 1950's.

Fostage and fee will be paid vn delivery to:
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1.2: SOMETHING FOR NOTHING

Nature can render me
free. As well as
costing nothing wind
ls also unconstrained.
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Something  for
nothing in the
form of free mail is
a small luxury for
priscners of war
who are, in
contrast to the
wind, constrained.
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{ Letler from Liverpool,
gt oo NSW, Australfa,
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. | vt ﬁﬁ;—u )i _/ﬁy olitoe Cenx | 23 January 1918
ol el L | from a civilian.
G'Pt - s-: EI J‘.Rﬂbﬁrﬁ Eﬂn : '| |
Although  prisoners AENTSUZL WAR PRISON CAMP 1% | ‘
obtained something for NIPPON :
nothing, the authorities )9 ‘ 'l

controlled the situation
and censored the mail.

Japanese censor markings.
FPOW free mail. Zentsuzi War
Prizon Camp on front jaiso right
hand side in Japanese and on
reverse), 18 October 1943

Mall scarce:- 98 Australians at
the camp in 1943-4
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1.3: THE “X” FACTOR AND OTHER RELATIVES

| can be an X or a cross to denote that nothing can be or
has been placed in a space. The mark can be ...
a permanent feature,

St Andrew's Cross from 1806 booklet

or applied at the time.
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1859 Postal Form No 5— Waybill. Hand made paper from Kahul, Moldova, dated 15 June and postmarked 17/6 . No letters
were carried on that day, however the form was still marked with two “X's” to show Hhis and duly signed. - Rumanian text.




1.3: THE “X” FACTOR AND OTHER RELATIVES

Some of my relatives which have similar names to me are:
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NIL applied to sample value bul package
not sent at the sample concession rate o
which it was entifed as this was for
surface only.

Postage rate 5 shillings for 6 oz airmail

NOUGHT's name
comes from the old
English “no” and
“‘whit®, - no creature.
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means nothing noughts and
or no value. Grosses.
<<<< 30410 cent
NULL is a German name for zero which is also
English and is from the same Latin base as nil.
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Il NONEis related
||| to me as well
'] because one of
its definition is
“No thing".

But this relative is
Italian masquerading
as English.

MNone, Turin Provinee,
Backstamped 7 July
{1866.)




2: MY ALTER EGO - ZERO

Zero is not a natural number, as it is not used to start
counting, but is a specific symbol for assigning no value.

2.1: OF NO VALUE

My symbol is an oval or circle with a hollow centre.

| may be assigned
this symbol when no
payment is required.
-

Australia circa 1930s.
The zero marking was
probably applied as lelter
appears to have haan
franded over thae counter
rather than posted and
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2.2: My TARGET 15

Zero is used as a ultimate target when something is required to be eliminated hence leaving nothing.
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2.3: WHERE Am |?

On occasions when there is a need to locate something the name or the symbol zero marking can be used.

At a central point

Raising the flag at =
Ground Zero
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Kilometer zero

Paris was the centre cf the pneumatic post system
1¥ arrondissment, allocated 00" marking.

Malakof to Paris & Oct 1849, 30F leltercard of Sep
21 1848, Uprated to 45F,

..ora
location can
also be
designated
or referred
to as zero.



2.3: WHERE Am 1?

If | am in the middle of the world | am also at a zerc location and | have special names.
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Latitude is my
name when | am in
the middle
haorizontally.

The Equator

(Ecuador in

Spanish) is
designated as
latitude 0° 0' 0",

The Equator is only
an imaginary line
drawn on the
Earth’s surface so |
cannot be seen.

When the earth is
divided vertically
longitude is what |
am called.

Hasler "Malfmaster
from 1978

Longitude encircles
the globe north - south.
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Greenwich is considered my home as the Prime Meridian, which passes through the
Royal Observatory Greenwich, establishes the position of zero degrees longitude.
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The Prime Meridian and International Dateline were
established at an international conference in 1884.

CENTENARY 13|
OF THE
GREENWICH
MERIDIAN 1

AND |
THE DATELINE g |




2.4: How ZERO 15 USED IN CREATING BIGGER NUMBERS

Tl ‘| The open oval symbol “0" is used with
4 @ numerals to make the bigger numbers.
L1 i

‘ 2.4.1: DECIMAL SYSTEM

Greege 10 L Hermes |
1861 Orange Conirol
numbar “00"  instead
of 10. {pos 103) (E).

The decimal system has
10 (Ten) as its base and
is used by most modern
civilizations.

The number 10 s
created by adding the "0"
to the first number “17.

Plate proof - Postage Due - 10 ¢
value nol issued unfil Septambear
16879, On Indiz card in darker
shade than issued stamp.

Scarce in large multiples.

The sequence in the decimal system is such that the value of any position
increases by a power of 10 for each move from left to right by adding a “0”
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2.4.1: DECIMAL SYSTEM

My mate the zero continues to be added with the system progressing in steps of three.

There is a dot or a
comma before the last
three zeros to obtain
the next steps of
10,000 and 100,000.
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In some places the system is the same
but has a different slep with a new name.

And with the addition of more of my alter
egos, the numbers get bigger and bigger.

]

1,000,000 Six zeros 1000 Billion =
1,000,000,000,000,000

Impedforate Mine zeros

Lakh is & special name and number step for 100,000 in India

First word in Hindiin the postmark is Lakh.




2.4.1: DECIMAL SYSTEM

The value of a number depends on its place, or position, in the number.
Here is one example of how my counterpart zero is part of the structure.
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POW Maif from Hay Inferment Camp to lraq. Scarce destination.

.. and my friend

zero is added to

progress to the
next step.
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One Hundred

Zero Tens If zero is reposiiioned after

the four it creates a different

Four Units
number - 140.

Another zero can be
added to reach even
higher numbers.
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But the simplest use of my alter ego zero is in the binary system.
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2.4.2: BINARY SYSTEM

for automated
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...operating computers

.. and communications.

Zero represents OFF whilst one corresponds to ON.
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3: TRANSFORMATIONS

You have seen that | am useful and am worth both nothing and something.

3.1: SOMETHING INTO NOTHING
But something may have the appearance of high value which can become worth nothing very quickly!l

A value of
500,000,000,000
Marks transformed
into nothing after
devaluation by one
trillion times on
Dec 1 1923.

Well almost nothing.
The value was just
¥ Mark. (50 Pf)
after conversion.

TRkl (i ict

50 new plennigs,
issued Dec 1st, 1823

Exprass - Bresfau =20-100g. . Correct use of Gennan hypeanflation stamps on 10 Dec
1823, Mark devaived on Dec 1 but previous stamps valid for an additiona! montf.

3.2: NOTHING INTO SOMETHING

S

5o maybe | am not
nothing after all !!

My contents are worth nothing but now
this makes me worth something as |
saved the sender some money,

Handwritten top line “Sampie
patierns without value” (E)

Sample concession rale applied
and the sender only paid a total
of 17 Kruezer instead of 38, (Inc!
markings on raverse)
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